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Alarm management – Finding
the needle is IIoT’s biggest
asset

The data can also be used to hone the efficiency of
production facilities by highlighting waste and
bottlenecks. Connectivity such as FTP and MES are
now embedded as standard in Mitsubishi Electric’s
GOT HMIs, making it really easy to send reports to a
manager’s desktop automatically or in the event of a
problem. By analysing alarm data in a timely manner
operators and managers can pre-empt problems with
a process, saving valuable time and money by
avoiding costly downtime.
The development of HMI technology over recent
years has now made data collection and analysis
even more affordable than ever opening up the
possibilities for uses to capitalise on the IIoT to
reduce costs and waste as well as provide peace of
mind for the owners and operator of manufacturing
plants and processes.

HMIs have long been established as the best way
of providing up to the minute information about
processes for years now and it didn’t take long for
users to realise that the data held within
controllers and HMIs was a goldmine that could
help them maximise efficiency and minimise
downtime.
To make the best use of this data you need two
things:
A, the ability to collect and store it and B, the ability to
quickly access and understand the data that has been
collected.
Alarm handling in its many varieties helps operators
and maintenance staff quickly pinpoint a problem
when something goes wrong, but if you really want to
get the most out of alarm data you also need
additional information apart from simply a description,
date and time. To that end now the smart system
builders build in functionality that requires operators to
qualify an alarm before they can clear or acknowledge
it, thereby providing a means of measuring common
reasons for faults on a production line such as
product jams, lack of product or other issues.
Historically this type of information would be collected
using a PC-based SCADA system, however these
days even the smallest of HMIs is able to handle
alarms and data logging.
Having collected data the next question is what you
do with it in order that you can make critical business
decisions based on hard facts rather than hunches.

About Mitsubishi Electric
With over 90 years of experience in providing reliable,
high-quality products to both corporate clients and
general consumers all over the world, Mitsubishi Electric
Corporation is a recognized world leader in the
manufacture, marketing and sales of electrical and
electronic equipment used in information processing
and communications, space development and satellite
communications, consumer electronics, industrial
technology, as well as in products for the energy sector,
water and waste water, transportation and building
equipment.
With around 124.000 employees the company recorded
consolidated group sales of 39.3 billion US Dollar* in the
fiscal year ended March 31, 2014. Our sales offices,
research & development centres and manufacturing
plants
are
located
in
over
30
countries.
Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Industrial Automation – UK
Branch is located in Hatfield, United Kingdom. It is a
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part of the European Factory Automation Business
Group based in Ratingen, Germany which in turn is part
of Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V., a wholly owned
subsidiary of Mitsubishi Electric Corporation, Japan.
The role of Industrial Automation – UK Branch is to
manage sales, service and support across its network of
local branches and distributors throughout United
Kingdom.

Further Information:
Website: gb3a.mitsubishielectric.com/
Website: www.mitsubishielectric.com/
Email: automation@meuk.mee.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MEUKAutomation
Twitter: twitter.com/MEUKAutomation
YouTube: youtube.com/user/MitsubishiFAEU
Editor Contact
DMA Europa Ltd: Bob Dobson
Tel: +44 (0)1798 861677
Web: www.dmaeuropa.com
Email: bob@bobdobson.com
Reader Contact
Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V. Automation Systems
Division: Chris Evans, Marketing & Operations Group
Manager
Tel: +44 (0) 1707 288769
Fax: +44 (0) 1707 278695
Web: gb3a.mitsubishielectric.com/
Email: automation@meuk.mee.com

Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V. /// Travellers Lane /// Hatfield /// Hertfordshire /// AL10 8XB /// UK ///
Tel: (01707) 276 100 /// Fax: (01707) 278 695 /// Email: automation@meuk.mee.com ///
Web: www.mitsubishi-automation.co.uk /// UK Web: automationsolutions.mitsubishielectric.co.uk

